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Cool & Collected: New Approach to Collecting, Recycling Food & Yard Waste

T

By Alexandra McCracken
ossing one pile of trash onto another pile
of trash is a method of house cleaning
we have all become accustomed to. But
for years environmental enthusiasts have been
seeking reliable and efficient alternatives to do
more than “put a lid on it”.
Now a local business, Hillside Solutions,
is providing just that. Through a combination of
methods including recycling pick up, access to
an industrial composting facility and a monthly
membership in their Compost Club, Omaha’s
residents and organizations are able to stay atop
the waste hauling heap.
In recent years “biodegradable” has become
the trend. The term, however, can be misleading.
A biodegradable product merely has the potential to decompose. All across North America
excavations of landfills have revealed that food
waste and other organic materials cannot
rapidly decompose when buried in an air-tight
anaerobic system, leaving the bulk of organic
waste stagnant for many unnecessary years.
But space is not the primary dilemma.
Landfills old and new, release high levels of
landfill gas, ranking them third among the largest
contributors of human-related methane emissions in the United States. Methane is a potent
greenhouse gas, even more effective at trapping
heat in the atmosphere than CO2 and is a large
contributing factor to climate change.
Brent Crampton, Director of Partnerships at
Hillside Solutions explains, “Proponents of the
current system will say it’s still a win for sustainability since our city landfill collects methane for
use to power our electrical grid, but when a

Hillside Solutions turns food and yard waste into compost

landfill system is set up for methane collection,
the operators will intentionally exacerbate the
release of methane to produce more electricity.”
Furthermore, he says, “We don’t have a
closed system, so lots of noxious gas is escaping at a much higher rate than if methane collection didn’t exist at all.”
Despite new technologies, the multi-national,
multi-billion-dollar landfill industry is having an
unmistakable impact on global warming while
current regulations are not adequately addressing the problem. An analysis done by the Sierra
Club concludes that the collection of landfill gas

to generate electricity results in the release of
substantially more greenhouse gas emissions
than the diversion of waste to alternative waste
management programs.
According to Crampton, “It’s a missed opportunity to meet the moment of climate change,
conserve our community resources, and deter
brain-drain.” Luckily companies like Hillside
Solutions can provide a pathway to meeting the
environmental demands we so desperately need
today. Now, for the first time ever, Omaha residents have access to commercial composting
through a monthly membership at Hillside Solutions.
Members get nutrient rich soil back in return
plus, discounts on mulch and extra compost.
With over two dozen drop off points, members
can easily compost organic waste that wouldn’t
belong in their backyard. All food waste, compostable service-ware, soiled cardboard that
can’t be recycled and many other miscellaneous
items, like tissues and chopsticks, can all be
composted in an industrialized facility.
Yard waste can be taken to the Soil Dynamics downtown yard at 1725 Avenue G in Omaha,
which is equipped to take an unlimited amount.
The Hillside Solutions Compost Club is actively seeking partnerships with various organizations to increase the number of drop-off points.
Crampton said, “If you are connected to a
church, school, coffee shop or any organization
that rents or owns a commercial space, please
consider sponsoring a location.”
For more information, visit www.hillside.
solutions/compostclub or call 402-332-4710

Joslyn Institute Initiates Sustainability Work in Multiple Sectors Using Sustainometrics©
Against a backdrop of global
disruptions emanating from
the COVID-19 pandemic, an
increasing economic chasm
between rich and poor people
and nations, burgeoning
incidents and extreme effects
of climate change, and a
heightening pulse of social
unrest, the Joslyn Institute
for Sustainable Communities
(JISC) is working, through its
proprietary sustainability metrics
methodology, Sustainometrics ©,
toward policies and solutions
that address these issues with a
series of new initiatives.
Utilizing the holistic,
cross-disciplinary, crosscultural approach afforded by
Sustainometrics ©, JISC has
recently launched several
new programs: From the
environmental and social effects
of Arctic cruise ship tourism to
the environmental and social
justice effects of disasters such
as flooding and pandemics, JISC
is working with stakeholders and
partners to both mitigate the
consequences of climate change
and work toward a more vibrant,
vital, and sustainable future.
“As we study most of the
deeply fracturing, disruptive forces
occurring locally, regionally, globally
today, we can see how profound
shortcomings in thinking and
planning have in some instances
created the problems, or at the very
least have contributed to them,”
said W. Cecil Steward, founder and
President and CEO of the Joslyn
Institute. “Short-term thinking,
along with a ‘silo’ kind of purview,
cause or worsen these disruptions.”
Sustainometrics©, he said, obviates
these limitations, opening new ways
of thinking in terms of vision, range,

depth, and breadth, creating a better
basis for planning, for long-term
thinking and for shared, innovative,
sustainable solutions.
Four programs and potential
initiatives being launched by JISC
this year include: regional food
systems, waste avoidance and
construction and demolition waste
recycling, environmental and social
justice with partner Legal Aid of
Nebraska, housing insecurity
and affordability with Nebraska
Investment Finance Authority, and a
National Science Foundation-funded
deep study of the effects of cruise
ships on Arctic cities and regions
with partners in Alaska, Norway,
Iceland, and Sweden.
The Joslyn Institute is proposing
a new regional conservation center
to create solutions to a number
of local issues: new jobs; food
insecurity; new opportunities for
small farms; a fresh foods market for
consumers, restaurants, institutions,
and others; a commercial kitchen;
technical expertise for food
producers; food preparation,
production and distribution facilities;
a resource center for conservationoriented entities; a center for
recycling building, decorating, and
construction materials; a training
resource for deconstruction of
blighted and abandoned properties;
and much more. Finding and putting
together a site for this facility and
funding for it are in process now.
The floods of 2019 across
Nebraska, followed by the
widespread economic and social
effects of the COVID-19 pandemic
this year, have widened and
deepened the gap between the
poor and the wealthy, between
Whites and people of color, Native
Americans, and other ethnicities,
and between rural and urban

residents. These are issues that
underpin the quotidian problems
experienced by the thousands
of clients Legal Aid of Nebraska
works with weekly across the state.
Earlier this year, the Joslyn Institute
introduced Sustainometrics© to
groups of Legal Aid employees,
and sought their input on urgent
problems they and their clients are
facing in terms of achieving equal
justice, including enviromental and
social justice. A year-long program
to build on this knowledge and find
new approaches and solutions to the
underlying social and environmental
justice issues will launch in coming
weeks.
Affordable housing, resiliency
planning, housing equity and
security, and social and economic
justice are among the issues the
Joslyn Institute addressed in its
recent report for the Nebraska
Investment Finance Authority (NIFA).
In planning and funding housing
and working with communities, the
report underscores the importance
for NIFA to take into account the
basis of Sustainometrics©—the
interrelated, interdependent nature
of the Five Domains: Environmental,
Socio-Cultural, Economic,
Technological, Public Policy.
Achieving sustainable communities
depends upon visioning, planning,
designing, executing and assessing
the viability of indicators within
each of those domains. JISC
recommended 15 indicators
related to housing in the context of
innovative and vital communities,
as well as leadership capacity
and quality, cultural and economic
context and history, and many other
factors. The report is available to
read online: Click here to read
the PDF online or download it.
The study and report go a long
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way toward mitigating the effects of
silo-thinking and short-term thinking
with regard to the growing issue
of housing affordablity, equity, and
justice, and toward creating more
vibrant, sustainable communities.
Despite the pandemic’s
sidelining of cruise ships temporarily,
there is much pressure globally
to open the seas and ports again
to this industry which contributes
$53 billion to the U.S. economy
alone, to say nothing of the effects
globally on economies, jobs, and
related businesses. Nevertheless,
there is much more to the cruise
ship industry than economics, and
the Joslyn Institute is working with
scholars, experts, stakeholders, and
others in Alaska, Iceland, Norway,
and Sweden to study the effects of
this industry on five cities: Juneau
and Nome in Alaska, Akureyri in
Iceland, Bergen in Norway, and
Visby in Sweden. Underwritten by
the National Science Foundation,
the study will delve into data
regarding air emissions, water
discharge, waste, demographics
and cultural histories of port cities,
energy distribution, taxation,
infrastructure support and finance,
resiliency planning and mitigation,
collaborative relationships, and
much more. The data is being
gathered and organized around a
Sustainometrics© matrix. While this
study is confined to Arctic cities, the
final report and recommendations
will be directed to port cities globally,
many of which have banned cruise
ships, and many which have
ongoing issues and problems with
environmental, social and economic
effects, despite their boon to tourist
economics. The four-year study is
intended to recommend policies and
best practices that will be scaleable
and transferrable.

