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Workforce housing, food systems, successful case studies
will be focus of Big 10 city managers, sustainability directors

A

lthough disparate in geographic, cultural, historic
and economic backgrounds, the municipalities of the
Big 10 Conference share some
common factors:
n All are small to mid-size cities
with universities at their cores.
n They all face the challenge of
sufficient affordable workforce
housing, as well as workforce
development that meets the demands of a changing economy.
n Food systems are playing an
increasingly important role in
development and attainment of a
vital city and its rural surroundings.
n These cities, like cities across
the country, must deal first-hand
with the challenges wrought
by climate change, population
migration, increasing demand
on resources with less help from
federal and state agencies and
revenues.
City managers and sustainability coordinators for the cities
of the Big 10 will meet in Lincoln

August 1-3 to discuss these and
other issues. The Joslyn Institute
is hosting the conference.
Lincoln Mayor Chris Beutler
will welcome the attendees. Iowa
City City Manager Geoff Fruin
will be master of ceremonies and
will present case studies of Big
10 cities’ successful programs,
policies or initiatives related to
the overall theme of the conference, one that would ideally be
transferable to other university
communities.
Nebraska Investment Finance Authority Executive Director Tim Kenny and West Gate
Bank President Mark Hansen will
lead a presentation and discussion of affordable housing.
Representatives of South
of Downtown will talk about that
organization’s determination
to create a more vital, vibrant
neighborhood through affordable
housing and workforce development, paying respect to cultural
and historic aspects of the area.
W. Cecil Steward, President,

Founder and CEO of the Joslyn
Institute, will introduce the group
to Sustainometrics ©, the Joslyn
Institute’s proprietary tool for
planning, design and assessment
of sustainability indicators for
projects large and small.
A panel discussion on local
food systems and the critical role
they play in our cities, as well as
in our rural-urban synergies, will
include a question-and-answer
session led by Jerry and Renee
Cornett of Lakehouse Farm and
Prairie Plate Restaurant.
The City of Lincoln’s downtown master plan will also be
presented to the group.
Attendees will take a StarTrans tour of Lincoln and will
share a meal at Prairie Plate
Restaurant, a farmer-owned local
foods eatery.
The meeting will adjourn after a City Managers’ Q&A session
on Friday, August 3.
For more information, please
contact the Joslyn Institute at
jci@sustainabledesign.org.

Two-year study for regional food hub is wrapping up
Work to wrap up a two-year USDA
Value Added Producers Grant—Establishing a 12-Month Regional Food
Hub in Southeast Nebraska—is under
way. The Joslyn Institute for Sustainable Communities (JISC) has been
administrator of the grant awarded
to Jerry and Renee Cornett of Lakehouse Farm and Prairie Plate Restaurant.
Beginning In September 2016,
the Cornetts contracted with JISC to
complete the grant objectives, which
include: survey producers and consumers to determine their perspectives on a local food hub; host meetings of producers, consumers, and
combinations of both to discuss the
outcomes of the surveys and gather
additional comments and perspectives; and visit food hubs across the
country to gather information and advice and to determine lessons learned
by successful operations.
We created a steering/planning
committee which included four local
producers, a University of NebraskaLincoln agronomy professor; the
Director of the UNL Buy Fresh Buy
Local Program; and a Nebraska Legal
Aid food and farm attorney. The committee has met twice a month over the
past two years, and during that period
we have fulfilled our objectives:
• An online survey was conducted
with producers; results were presented and discussed at a meeting

of producers and wholesale consumers; additional comments and
perspectives were gathered from
participants.
• A consumer “pre-survey” was
conducted online and discussed at
two separate consumer meetings.
During the face-to-face meetings,
pre and post written comments
were gathered. Additional comments and perspectives were
recorded during the meetings.
• An “all stakeholder” meeting was
held to discuss all findings and the
next steps forward.
• Steering Committee members
were able to visit food hubs within
a day’s drive as well as food hubs
on both coasts.
Major take-aways from the past
two years include:
We are faced with a dilemma:
There is currently not enough local
food production in the region to
support a 12-month food hub; on
the other hand, producers are not
willing to expand / increase their
production unless there is a market for their produce and products
(i.e., a 12-month food hub). Both
issues must be addressed simultaneously for a 12-month food hub
to be successful. Local producers
have indicated that they are willing
to increase production if there is a
market available
Community members have
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indicated that they would love to
see a 12-month food hub open in
the downtown Lincoln area and
many indicated a willingness to work
toward addressing these issues.
Our visits to regional and national food hubs have also proven to
be very informative for future planning. We learned not to bite off more
than we can chew; we need to be
patient and essentially take on this
project in phases. We learned that it
will take public and private support
for several years before the food
hub will become financially viable.
Although some support in
Southeast Nebraska has been
pledged, and encouragement is consistently offered, this will take some
major planning on our part.
We have learned that community involvement is essential and
have demonstrated that that will be
the case in Lincoln.
We have learned that the
USDA, land-grant universities
(including UNL), and more than a
few national organizations, such as
the Wallace Center, offer financial
(grants/loans) and technical assistance to communities in the process
of planning and establishing food
hubs.
Our report for the USDA is
being written, and we are poised to
move forward to the next phase of
developing a regional food system.

It’s not your typical beach book,
but we can’t recommend The New
Grand Strategy: Restoring America’s
Prosperity, Security and Sustainability
in the 21st Century more highly.
Where ecological conservation once
ruled the environmental conversation,
climate change is upping the urgency
on interrelated issues from resilient
energy systems to resource efficiency.
That’s true not just of big companies
worried about risk exposure in a more
volatile world, but also of governments
staring down potential social, political
and economic unrest linked to fallout
from rising temperatures.
And the significance of a
national grand strategy, as opposed
to the myriad other high-level
planning documents already lining
shelves across the country? “It
aligns America’s enduring national
interests of prosperity and security
with a new framework that blurs
the lines between domestic and
foreign policy by addressing pressing
economic, security, political, social
and environmental issues at home,
and looking at how those issues
impact and connect with the global
community,” the authors explain.
This book tells the story of a
plan, born within the Pentagon, of
all places, to recapture America’s
greatness at home and abroad
by elevating sustainability as our
new strategic imperative. It aligns
our enduring national interests of
prosperity and security with a new
framework that addresses pressing
economic, social, and environmental
issues at home, tapping into a trilliondollar market demand for walkable
communities, regenerative agriculture
and resource productivity.
It is an inspiring vision of what’s
possible when Americans hold a
collective view of the future and come
together to bring it to reality. The
book the book neatly encapsulates
the interdisciplinary nature of
sustainability.
The authors lay out the steps to
move us from current indecision to a
future that is more prosperous and
stable. They do this by promoting
transitions already underway:
walkable nodes of living, regenerative
food production, and manufacturing
that reduces CO2 emissions while
embracing 3D printing/extruded
concrete and other methods.

Fontenelle Forest Land
Steward volunteer work day
WHEN: Saturday, August 4th from
8:30 - 11:30 a.m.
WHERE: Meet at Fontenelle Forest
Nature Center
Interested in joining the Land
Stewardship crew? Contact
Josh Preister at jpreister@
fontenelleforest.org or call
402-731-3140.

