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Earth Day 2018 Brings Something for Everyone Across Nebraska

A

lthough Earth Day 2018

Thriftyway from noon till 3 pm

is officially April 22,

with live music from Tucker Hill

events across Nebraska

Citizens Brigade and friends.

will continue throughout the

https://www.facebook.com/

month of April. Most are family-

events/328670837618783/

friendly, intended to get all ages

Work Toward a Regional
Food System and Public
Market Moves Forward

involved in learning about our
planet and understanding ways
of ensuring it’s still around for
future generations. Following are
just some of the celebrations being planned, along with links for
further information about each of
them.

Sustainability Expo
Omaha
UNO Weitz Community
Engagement Center
Thursday, April 5
In celebration of Earth Month, the

Panhandle Science Fest &
Earth Day Celebration
Scottsbluff, Gering, North
Platte & Chadron
Sunday, April 22
celebration will feature local sci-

Lincoln Earth Day
Lincoln
Saturday, April 28
Union Plaza Park
10 am–3 pm

ence groups, experiments, crafts,

Musical performances, hands-

activities, games, and animal

on demonstrations, food trucks,

encounters.Exhibits and booths

green vehicles, exhibits, yoga,

The Science Fest & Earth Day

Sustainability Expo is designed

and a bike ride highlight this

to engage students, faculty, and

year’s Earth Day celebration.

staff about sustainability prob-

https://www.facebook.com/Lin-

lems and solutions, ranging from

colnEarthDay/

environmental to social justice

Omaha-Metro area will be on

5th Annual Earthstock
Lincoln
April 1–April 30

hand to discuss with attendees

An Environmental Arts Festival,

the work that they do as well as

Music Festival, sustainable com-

issues. Over 20 sustainabilityrelated organizations from the

providing information about how

from local environmental groups,

mmunities forum, poetry reading,

individuals can get involved in

games, crafts, activities, talks,

block party, Envirorun and more

their efforts.

animals encounters and more

are part of the highly successful

https://www.facebook.com/

will be featured at the Riverside

Earthstock celebration in Lincoln,

events/307225123137019/

Discovery Center, 401 S. Beltline

Four Weeks to Learn and Grow.

Highway in Scottsbluff. Organiza-

Produced by the student collab-

tions from Gering, North Platte,

orative Green UNL, the events

Chadron, and other communities

are sponsored by the the Nebras-

in the area are sponsors.

ka Environmental Trust, ASUN

http://business.scottsbluffger-

Student Government Green and

ing.net/events/details/science-

Water For Food Global Institute

fest-earth-day-7267

at UNL School of Natural Resources.

Sarpy County Earth Day
Celebration & Expo
Bellevue
Lied Activity Center
Sunday, April 29

Earth Week at CCC
Celebration
Central Community College
Grand Island, Hastings,
Kearney & Columbus
April 19–28

https://asun.unl.edu/earthstock

Central Community College has a
host of activities planned for their

This annual family friendly learn-

campuses in Grand Island, Hast-

ing experience encourages all

ings, Kearney & Columbus during

to learn more about care of the

the week. From learning more

environment, because each of us

about wind turbines and bees,

makes a difference. Local eco-

bike sharing apps and local foods

groups will be creating exhibits,

to energy use in buidlings and

there will be vendor displays,

avian wildlife, including predators,

Earth Day Omaha
Omaha
Saturday, April 21
Elmwood Park
11 am–6 pm

youth activities, a 5k run and

there will be something for every-

For 29 years, Earth Day Omaha

Yoga fundraiser, good food, an

one. On Thursday, April 19, the

has been dedicated to organiz-

eco-friendly Auto Showcase, a

expo will be in Grand Island; at

ing, directing, and producing

Trashion Show, education ses-

Kearney Center on Wednesday,

Omaha, Nebraska’s annual Earth

sions and more.

April 25; in Columbus on Thurs-

Day Omaha event, providing a

https://sites.google.com/a/

day, April 26, and in Hastings on

showcase for the many chari-

greenbellevue.org/green-bel-

Saturday, April 28, where there

table, scientific, and educational

levue//earthday

will be a Pawnee Corn event and

efforts advocating for sustain-

drum performance.

able environmental practices and

https://www.cccneb.edu/earth-

lifestyles. Music, yoga, activities

week/

for children, National Geographic

Earth Week
Wayne
Wayne State College Green
Team - events throughout
the community
April 13–22

The final meeting of a USDA grantfunded study group formed to undertake planning for a regional food
system in Southeast Nebraska was
held at Innovation Campus in Lincoln
in mid-March. The Joslyn Institute
administered the grant, which was
awarded to Lakehouse Farm.
Stakeholders attending the meeting learned what the planning committee has learned over the past year
and a half about how a year-round
food hub and public market might
impact the Lincoln region, its food producers, processors, distributors and
consumers.
Transforming our food paradigm
in Southeast Nebraska has been just
one of the key avenues of exploration
for the steering committee
The economic and social benefits
of such an enterprise are widely accepted, and the timing appears to be
opportune to create a regional food
hub and public market. One venue being considered is Pershing Auditorium
in Lincoln.
The committee has met with a
wide range of stakeholders, from food
study groups and wholesalers, to
producers and consumers, institutions
and food policy advocates. Stable
markets as well as stable and consistent supply of foods are two sides of
the equation necessary for success.
In addition, processing and marketing
and distribution are additional considerations.
Over the past year and a half,
members of the planning committee
have visited vibrant, growing yearround public markets in Davenport,
Iowa, Kansas City, Missouri, Raleigh,
N.C., Minneapolis, and Los Angeles,
among other cities. Partnerships with
and support from local, state and
federal governmental entities, as well
as universities, have been key factors
in the success of thriving markets, according to Jerry Cornett of Lakehouse
Farm.
Lisa Pytlik Zillig, Senior Research
Manager for the Nebraska Public
Policy Center, helped to conduct
research surveys for the committee,
and she provided the results of
those surveys. Residents of Lincoln
evince a lot of enthusiasm for a public
market and food hub in Lincoln,
noting it would be a positive cultural,
educational, social, nutritional, and
economic project.

wildlife photographer Joel Sartore, Greensburg (Kansas) Mayor
Bob Dixson, and much more will
be featured.

The Wayne Green Team is spon-

http://earthdayomaha.org/

soring a Zero Waste coffee with

schedule/

the Wayne Chamber of Commerce, a household hazardous
waste disposal event, among
other events and exhibits. The

Creighton University
Earth Week
Omaha
April 17–25

Theater. All events are free.

Cleaning the Fork Earth Day
Celebration
Norfolk
8 am–3 pm, April 21
Johnson’s Park

https://www.facebook.com/

For the third year, several com-

tion of Earth Week, sponsored by

waynegreenteam/

munity groups are sponsoring a

the University’s Office of Sustain-

city-wide clean up on Earth Day

ability Programs.

Eve. Help pick up trash from the

http://www.creighton.edu/

banks of the North Fork and the

fileadmin/user/sustainability/

streets of Norfolk from 8 am to

docs/Brochure_of_Events_fi-

noon. Following will be a com-

nal_20180328.pdf

group also will be screening the
award-winning documentary
Before the Flood at 6:30 pm on
Sunday, April 22 at the Majestic

Don’t forget
Arbor Day
on April 27!

Click here for
information

munity picnic, sponsored by Lou’s

Clothing and furniture swaps,
Styrofoam recycling, concerts,
panel discussions will all be part
of Creighton University’s observa-

Questions about location,
management, ownership, financing,
and whether a public market might
unfairly compete with existing
businesses were also raised.
Joan Scheel, Rural Development
Business Programs Director for the
Lincoln office of the USDA, told the
group about funding sources that may
be available as work on a regional
food system and public market moves
forward.
Stay tuned. Joslyn Institute will
continue to keep you informed on next
steps toward a regional food system
and local public market.

Need to change your contact information?
Let us know.
402.933.0080
jci@sustainabledesign.org

