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USDA Grant to Solidify Planning for Regional Food Hub

P

lanning for a regional
food hub just received
a significant boost: the

USDA has awarded a $75,000
grant to Lakehouse Farm, to be
administered by the Joslyn Institute for Sustainable Communities
as part of a $150,000 project to
create the necessary networks
for the eventual establishment of
a regional food hub for Southeast
Nebraska.
The grant builds upon the
Joslyn Institute’s groundwork laid
sibility study for a regional food

Joslyn Institute Marks
20th Anniversary

hub to be located in the Pershing

The Joslyn Institute for Sustainable

Auditorium in Lincoln. While the

Communities is celebrating its 20th

recently when conducting a fea-

location of the proposed food hub

anniversary. Founded in 1996 by

remains a question, as the City

W. Cecil Steward, JISC’s work has

of Lincoln explores all options

encompassed micro projects—such

for use of that space, the work

as teaching City Planners how to use

to establish working networks of

sustainability metrics in planning, and

stakeholders—both producers

rehabilitation of the Joslyn Castle—to

and consumers—will begin immediately, with steering committee

projects that extend across the state

meetings set to convene in early

and around the world—such as our

November.
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Faced with climate change,

Workshops and Conversations

vagaries in commodities pricing

Conferences, in which nearly a

and markets, potentially dam-

thousand Nebraskans were engaged,

aging demands on our natural

trend,” said W. Cecil Steward,

business development plans for

and our Urban Thinkers Campus,

resources, questions of food

President and CEO of JISC.

farm-to-market-to-table for local

where nearly 200 people from nations

security, and more, producers

“The upward trend is evidenced

foods is that they do not suf-

around the world took part in making

increasingly are finding it advan-

by the increase in locations and

ficiently consider a comprehen-

complexity of weekend farmers

sive, interdependent strategy that

decisions about The City We Need for

tageous to pivot to family-size
operations that grow food. For

markets, by the current number of

accounts for assessments of the

these farmers, finding viable and

active proposals for market out-

year-round environmental, socio-

reliable markets, processing and

lets of both fresh, locally grown

cultural, technological, economic,

distribution facilities, marketing

produce, and restaurants, or food

and public policy consequences

help, and so on, can be daunting.

preparation centers using locally

of the proposed new organiza-

For consumers, both insti-

grown and produced food menus,

tion, food system to meet supply

tutional and individual, having

i.e., ‘food to schools’, university

and demand, or business enter-

Mongolia, Medellín, Nairobi, and

access to fresh, secure, reliable

dormitory cafeterias, hospitals

prise, Steward said.

Dubai, where we were presented with

food sources is a growing priority.

and other health-care facilities.”

A regional food hub poten-

In addition, Steward said,

All planning for a regional
food hub undertaken by Lake-

UN–Habitat.
JISC is a tiny organization with
great reach and impact. Our work has
taken us to Valentine and Norfolk,
Scottsbluff and Nebraska City,
and internationally to China, Inner

a Best Practices Award.
Our Board of Directors has been

tially solves the issues of both

Nebraska is witnessing significant

house Farm and JISC does take

refreshed with new people and ideas.

farmers and consumers.

increases in wholesale con-

into account this comprehensive

The new board will be meeting for the

tracts between local producers

strategy, making it more likely to

first time in early November to discuss

ers, consumers, and organiza-

and commercial grocers, and an

both succeed and be sustainable.

past successes, ongoing projects and

tional entities concerned with

increase in production farming of

marketing and the availability of

local foods and produce.

“The interest among produc-

locally grown food in Southeast
Nebraska is on a dramatic growth

The striking characteristics of
most of the prior proposals and

Planning for the Southeast
Nebraska Regional Food Hub is
expected to take about 12–24
months, he said.

future plans, followed by a celebratory
gathering of friends and supporters.
We have moved our main office
to Lincoln, where new Program and

EcoStores Is Named Winner of Environmental Leadership Award

Office Manager Donna Woudenberg

EcoStores, an initiative of the

logo, and next week will launch our

Joslyn Institute for Sustainable

new website—designed to work on

Communities, has been named

mobile devices, as well as computers.

a winner of an Environmental

These are all indicators that the

Leadership Award by the

Joslyn Institute for Sustainable

Lincoln–Lancaster County Health

keeps things running. We have a new

Communities is getting ready for the

Department.

next 20 years.

The Lincoln-Lancaster County
Environmental Leadership Awards

environmental stewardship and

Green Home Tour &
Smart Energy Expo Is
Saturday, Nov. 5

dedication to sustaining and

Green Omaha Coalition’s annual

improving our environment.

Smart Energy Expo will take place at

EcoStores, along with community

the UNO Milo Bail Student Center, 9

radio station KZUM, is being honored

am to 2 pm, Saturday, November 5.

in the Community/Nonprofit sector.

Tim Hemsath and Corbett Lunsford

The awards will be presesnted

are featured speakers. Exhibits will

honor businesses, organizations and
individuals which have demonstrated

at a breakfast on Wednesday,

include solar and geothermal systems

November 2, in the Nebraska

and much more.

Innovation Center Conference
Center.
EcoStores provides a chance

From left, Ecostores Manager Craig Steward, Assistant Manager
Cherryl DeLong, Andy Cepure and Vincent Martinez

for building materials and fixtures
to be reused, to be an economical
alternative for the community and
to reduce building material landfill
waste.EcoStores is located at 530
West P Street in Lincoln. Visit the
website:
http://ecostoresne.org/

Need to change your contact
information? Let us know.
402.933.0080
jci@sustainabledesign.org

As part of the annual Expo, Green
Omaha Coalition’s Green Home
Tour will take place from 10 am to 2
pm at homes near UNO. For more
information, visit the website: http://
greenomaha.org/greenhometour/

