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Guangzhou summit focuses on neo-urban innovation

M

ore than 1.4 billion people
live in large cities today, and
that number is expected

to nearly double in the next 20 years.
The majority of these cities are located within or near coastal areas.
This increased urbanization of
Earth’s inhabitants creates unique and
complex challenges that organiza-
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tions such as the Joslyn Institute for
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2012 Product Stewardship Award to

United Nations’ Human Settlements

EcoStores Nebraska in October. (from

Program (UN–Habitat), Metropolis As-
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sociation and United Cities and Local

Carrie Hakenkamp and EcoStore’s Craig

Governments (UCLG), among others,

Steward and Christine Hunt.

are addressing now.
Global warming, housing, infrastructure, poverty, crime, transportation, energy and water resources and
other issues are among those faced
by densely populated urban areas.
At the same time, our cities with their

. Cecil Steward (left) and Nicholas You were keynote speakers at Guangzhou

rapidly changing populations, are,
more than ever, hubs of creativity and
an engine for sustainable growth.

“Today,” he said, “the need for
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of the world has never been more
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resources become strained.

equitable governance that engages

To that end, the Guangzhou
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“Communities with extreme dis-
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the conference in November, and also

parities are not sustainable,” Steward

Steward said that the Guangzhou
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said. “Balanced strategies for sustain-

International Award for Urban Innova-
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able urban design and development

tion will, as one of its goals, help to

are essential.”

promulgate communications about

“Chaotic urban growth strongly
restrains economic development,

The principles of sustainable

best practices for urban sustainability.

increases urban insecurity, contrib-

urban design, when practiced, help to

Nicholas You, a member of the

utes to the segregation of vulnerable

generate cities that are ecologically
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segments of the population, and leads

sustainable—reducing energy con-

the conference. He provided a wealth

to the loss of natural and historical

sumption and emphasizing infill and

of examples of innovative policies and

heritage,” said Steward.

reconstruction; socially sustainable—

practices for urban areas worldwide.

Climate Masters Jan. 16
Climate Masters of Nebraska, a program
at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln’s
School of Natural Resources, will offer
its second course starting January
16, 2013. Throughout the course
participants will learn ways in which to
act locally to save money, protect the
environment and reduce greenhouse
gas emissions. The course, funded
by the U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency, will teach participants
various ways to reduce greenhouse
gas emissions. In exchange for the
free course, participants volunteer
30 hours of education to others in
the community. The 10-week course
will meet every Wednesday evening
from 6 to 8:30. Classes will focus on
the basics of climate change, home
energy, transportation, green building,
renewables, yards, consumption and
waste, food, water conservation,

JISC wins grant to create NetZero Waste Template

preparing for climate change, and

The Joslyn Institute for Sustainable

the central focus for their sustainabil-

and best practices, said Steward “will

Registration is due by January 9. For
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ity planning,” said W. Cecil Steward,
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the Climate Masters website: http://

es. To achieve a sustainable future,
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mental Quality’s Waste Reduction and

Steward said JISC’s strategy was

more. Two field trips will be included.

Recycling program to establish a Net

to include three communities of differ-

extreme efficiency in the use of all

Tonya Bernadt at climatemasters@unl.

Zero Waste Template for Nebraska

ent scale, socio-cultural composition,

resources will be required in order to

edu.

communities.

history and geography, and one state-

meet the needs of global inhabitants.”

Partners with JISC in the project

wide environmental organization. To-

Zero waste, he said, means the
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gether, they will help JISC to organize

entire concept of waste should be

cities of North Platte, South Sioux City

the recommended template and test

eliminated. Instead, waste should be

and Lincoln.

initial implementation strategies.

thought of as a “residual product” or

“The ultimate goal of our program

The initial phases of the program

simply a “potential resource” to coun-

is to aid any community in the state

will be devoted to modeling—by

ter our basic acceptance of waste as

to establish a path toward long-term
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a normal course of events.

multiple waste-reduction strategies

programs, goals, and needs—a sus-
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creased profits, and reduced environ-
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components.

mental impacts will be of great benefit

Sustainometrics to have Chinese

to our communities.

edition in 2013

waste reduction of the resources as

The resulting template of good

The resulting reduced costs, in-

Sustainometrics: Measuring

Regional town hall will address climate assessment

Sustainability, an essential guide for

The National Climate Assessment

its review (a draft of the report will be

Assessment process

be published in a Chinese edition this

Great Plains Regional Town Hall will

available for public comment by the

 	

year. The book, by W. Cecil Steward and

be held Monday, February 4 at the

time of the meeting)

Climate Assessment is to establish

Sharon S. Baum Kuska, also is being

University of Nebraska-Lincoln.

• Talk with report authors, members

permanent assessment capacity

used in classes at the University of

of the National Climate Assessment

both inside and outside of the federal

California. More information on the book

together 100 climate change experts

and Development Advisory Commit-

government, creating and maintaining
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ment staff about how the information
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provided in National Climate Assess-

that improve our country’s ability to
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ment products is and can be used in
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various decision making contexts

to climate change impacts and vulner-

• Share knowledge and information

abilities.

The day-long conference will bring

The meeting’s intent is to help

A primary goal for the National

participants:

about local and regional efforts to

• Learn about the National Climate

study and respond to the impacts of

up for the meeting, please vis-

Assessment, the process leading

climate change in the Great Plains

it https://sites.google.com/a/usgcrp.

to production of the Third National

• Collaborate with other meeting

gov/nca-great-plains-regional-town-

Climate Assessment Report, and the

participants to identify ways to partici-

hall/. There is no charge to attend,

ways in which you can contribute to

pate in the long-term National Climate

but space is limited – so register soon!

Need to change your contact information?
Let us know.
402.933.0080
info@sustainabledesign.org

For more information and to sign

urban planners and administrators, will

