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Urban Thinkers Campus is deemed big success

T

wo days of intense, engaged
dialogue and deliberation
about the roles and char-

acteristics of The City We Need
marked the Urban Thinkers Campus, sponsored by the Joslyn Institute for Sustainable Communities in
mid-November in Omaha. The conclusions reached by the nearly 160
participants here from six countries
will be used to develop a New Urban
Agenda, the goal of Habitat III later

Dr. Donna Woudenberg

this year, an initiative of UN–Habitat

Woudenberg joins
Joslyn Institute staff

and the World Urban Campaign. The
New Urban Agenda aims at securing
political commitment among nations
around the world towards the cause
of sustainable urban development.

UTC Speaker Jay Leighter (left) with some of his Creighton University students, who
volunteered at our Urban Thinkers Campus. From left, they are Jack Anderson, Robert
Cronkleton, Ian Santos-Meeker, and Jessica Sheldon (photo by Jay Leighter)
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Partners with the Joslyn Insti-

Torpy Carroll, who has joined the staff
at the Nebraska Nature Conservancy.
“We have accomplished so much
during Katie’s tenure at the Joslyn
Institute,” said President and CEO W.
Cecil Steward. “Her contributions to

opportunities of small and mid-
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sized cities, where 70 percent of the

LiveStream, and answered ques-
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world’s population lives.

tions posed by the local audience
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Thinkers Campus in Omaha was a
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Mary Ferdig, President and

Finance Authority (NIFA), UNL Col-
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paign and UN–Habitat. The final
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How to plan, measure and

“And we are eagerly looking

and knowledge into the mission and
operations of the JISC,” he said.
Woudenberg brings to the Joslyn
Institute a strong background in
natural resources, sustainability and
climatology, among other things. She
received her Bachelor’s, Master’s and
Doctorate degrees from the University

report can be read here: http://

of Nebraska–Lincoln, focusing on

Wide-ranging effects of aquaponics to be February SLPS topic

natural resources, environmental
studies, climatology, and human

The impact of aquaponics on

dimensions. Woudenberg was a

communities through educational

Postdoctoral Research Associate and

programming will be detailed by

Drought Management Specialist at the

Greg Fripp, founder and Executive

National Drought Mitigation Center,

Director of Whispering Roots, at the

and she currently is a lecturer at UNL.

February Sustainability Leadership
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Presentation Series (SLPS).
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has done significant work in course

The award-winning Whispering
Roots Aquaponics Program uses

development and advisory work
Greg Fripp (right) of Whispering Roots explains principles of aquaponics to students

agriculture to teach S.T.E.M.
principles and introduce nutrition

academic issues while taking
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education to students in grades

responsibility for all food production.

html

K–12 and to members of the

In addition to the live

The SLPS is a joint intiative of

with regard to natural resources,
environmental studies, sustainability,
and gender and minority participation
in science and technology.
Because of Woudenberg’s

community. Students are engaged in

presentation, the SLPS program is

the Joslyn Institute with partners

the entire system, from construction

webcast live, and those interested

at Central Community College,

and assembly through the crop

may join watch parties across the

Metropolitan Community College,

for the Joslyn Institute will be moving

growing process. By having an

state. More information on SLPS

the University of Nebraska–Lincoln
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active role in every aspect of the

and locations of watch parties can

Sustainability Studies Program, and
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project, students learn complex
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an Omaha office, which is relocating

location in Lincoln, the principal office

to 5627 Erskine Street.
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