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Biomimicry is SLPS
Program Topic May 7
What would our world look like if we
rediscovered the lessons of nature? A

Steward Among Speakers at Festive Earth Day Omaha 2015

relatively new discipline, Biomimicry,

Joslyn Institute President and CEO

Day celebration will be held on April

will be the topic of the next Sustain-

W. Cecil Steward will be among the

26 and will include a race and green

ability Leadership Presentation Series.

keynote speakers at what promises

expo with more than 50 exhibitors.

The program will be webcast from

to be a festive Earth Day Omaha on

Click here for more information.

3:30 to 5 pm on May 7. The Joslyn

Saturday, April 18, in Elmwood Park.

Institute will hold a Watch Party at

This year’s event marks the 25th an-

Kearney

UNO’s Weitz Community Engagement

niversary of Earth Day Omaha.

In observance of Earth Day on

Center.
What if the places we live and

The day will feature music,

Wednesday, April 22, the employees

speakers, farmers market, a kids’

of the City of Kearney Wastewater

work engaged our senses in a healthy

tent, demonstrations, and more,

shed movement. This event tar-

Treatment Plant will be hosting an

way and celebrated culture with

beginning at 11 and concluding at

gets local, sustainable businesses,

open house and will be providing

nature, encouraging human delight?

6. Steward is scheduled to speak

producers and all other groups that

informational tours of the Treatment

How can a leaf inspire a solar cell?

on the Main Stage at 2:35 pm.

work with the local food shed event

Plant from 10 am to 4 pm.

Or organizations learn from a tree

Other speakers will include Stephen

is designed to bring together local

or a coral reef? Biomimicry is an

Osberg of Multimodal Planning,

food producers, food related non-

Kearney, Bold Nebraska founder

innovation method that seeks new

Pell Duvall of OmahaBikes, Patrick

profits, food reclamation organiza-

and director Jane Kleeb will give

ways of living sustainably—from new

Leahy of the Papio-Missouri Natural

tions, educators, institutions and

a presentation as part of Kearney

products and processes to policies—

Resources District, Steve Rodie of

chefs, and consumers of products

Earth Day, entitled “The Unlikely

by emulating nature’s time-tested

the UNO Environmental Studies

and services of the local food shed.

Alliance Fighting Keystone XL.” The

patterns and strategies.

and Director of the Center for Urban

From 11 am to 4 pm Tree

talk is sponsored by Kearney Young

Janine Benyus, the founder

At the University of Nebraska–

Sustainability, Larry Hopp of the

Climbing Planet and the Nebraska

Democrats and will be held on cam-

of written works on biomimicry,

Creighton University Energy Tech-

Statewide Arboretum sponsored by

pus on Wednesday, April 22 at 7 pm

“introduces an era based not on

nology Program, Ken Winston of

Canfield’s Sporting Goods, Omaha

in Copeland Hall 142.

what we can extract from organisms

the Nebraska Sierra Club, and Don

Tree Service, Vermeer High Plains

and their ecosystems, but on what

Wilhite of the UNL School of Natural

and Great Plains Nursery will offer a

Lincoln

we can learn from them.” Instead

Resources’ Applied Climate Science

free tree climb on Nebraska’s State

The city of Lincoln will also hold its

of technology working separately

Department.

Champion swamp white oak. Par-

Earth Day event on April 18 from

ticipation is limited to those over 8

21st Street to 22nd Street and the

from nature, imagine a world where

Live music from African Culture

technology is in relationship with

Connection, Michael Murphy on the

years old and requires signing dam-

Union Plaza green space, between

nature. Biophilic design articulates the

Native American flute, Las Cecilias

age waiver/photo release. Everyone

P and Q streets. For more informa-

relationships between nature, human

mariachi band, DJEM, and others

receives a brief tutorial on climbing

tion, click here.

biology and the design of the built

will also be presented on the Main

safety and proper use. No one de-

environment so we experience the

Stage beginning at 11 am.

scends from the tree unassisted.

natural environment more in our daily
world.

There will be a Demonstration

A Health and Wellness area,

Scottsbluff
Keep Scottsbluff-Gering Beautiful

Tent at the event, featuring such

from 11 am to 5 pm, will include tai

and Panhandle COOP will host a

Academics, researchers and

things as tree planting, rain barrels

chi, capoeira, yoga, belly dancing

special recycling event in obser-

others have codified valuable design

and rain gardens, electric vehicles,

and more. In addition, booths from

vance of Earth Day on from 10 am

research for improving health and

composting bins, and solar wireless

urban gardening organizations, face

to noon on Saturday, April 18. A

well-being in our built environment

electric, among others.

painters, massage and wellness pro-

Free Landfill Day will also be held

into patterns of biophilic design,

Activities for children will be

viders, food vendors, a beer garden,

for Gering, Scottsbluff and Mitch-

patterns ‘that nurture the innate

presented throughout the day at

schools, among many others, will be

ell residents from 7 am to 4 pm at

human attraction to natural systems

the Children’s Tent. These will

on hand.

the Gering landfill. A utility bill and

and processes’ says Benyus.

include Earth Day button making,

Learn how to bring nature back

Earth Day Omaha is made

identification will be required before

kite building, garden art dragonflies,

possible by the Earth Day Omaha

dropping off items. KSGB Executive

into our buildings, neighborhoods and

noodle art, balloon animals, fishing

Coalition, which is comprised of

Coordinator Kathy Kropuenske said

lives. For more information, please

activities, and worm bed and animal

volunteers from organizations and

she has been hosting the event for

visit www.cccneb.edu/sustain/

identification.

individuals throughout the communi-

close to nine years and it has been

ty. The Earth Day Omaha Coalition

very successful, with 73,000 pounds

offer a “recycled cardboard castle”

is affiliated with Earth Day Network,

of items collected just last year. For

construction activity in honor of her

the international organization coordi-

more information, contact Kropuen-

son, who was a passionate speaker

nating Earth Day events worldwide.

ske at 308-632-4649.

SLPS or www.joslyninstitute.org/
slps.html.

Gabrielle Gaines-Liwaru will

about environmental issues affecting

Omaha Gives! May 20;
JISC Will Participate
For the third year in a row, the Joslyn
Institute, a 501(c)3 non-profit, will

For information, maps, sched-

our community. Participants are en-

ules and more, visit the website:

Wayne

couraged to paint positive symbols

http://earthdayomaha.org/

On Sunday, April 19, the film Bag

or fun colors on the castle. After the
event to castle will be taken down
and recycled.

It will be screened at the Majestic

Some Other Earth Day
Celebrations in Nebraska

Paradigm Gardens and the Ne-

Theatre, 310 Main Street, at 7 pm.
Doors open at 6:30 pm. The event is
sponsored by Wayne State College

participate in the 24-hour online “day

braska Farmers Union will provide

Bellevue

Green Team and the City of Wayne

of giving” Omaha Gives! The event is

an introduction to the local food

In Bellevue, the Sarpy County Earth

Green Team. Click here for info.

sponsored by the Omaha Community
Foundation and provides a marketplace for donors who wish to support

Nebraska Flatwater Chapter of USGBC to Screen Nebraska Nexus

area non-profits and the work they do.
We hope you’ll save the date and

In observance of Earth Week, a

consider making a donation to the

number of short environmental films

Joslyn Institute for Sustainable Com-

will be shown for free from 5 to

munities. Your support helps us cover

8:30 pm on Thursday, April 23, at

basic operating expenses, such as

Aksarben Cinema, 2110 South 67th

office supplies, phone and Internet.

Street in Omaha.

Click here for more information.

The Joslyn Institute’s Nebraska

And thanks very much for your sup-

Nexus and a short film by Nebraska

port!

Loves Public Schools will be among
the films shown. Sponsored by
The US Green Building Council
Nebraska Flatwater Chapter, in
partnership with Green Oamaha
Coalition, the Joslyn Institute, and

evening will include a “Town Hall”

to last year’s USGBC NFC Town Hall

Nebraska Loves Public Schools, the

discussion.

“Regenerate” in June 2014, there will

There will be catered food, a full

be a town hall discussion to share

cash bar, and time to socialize with

findings from last year’s town hall,

your sustainable peers prior to the

talk about the power of partnerships,

film. There will also be an attendee

harvest the genius of the audience,

discount on concessions for the

and talk about next steps to build

show. After the films, as a follow up

a greener future together. USGBC
GBCI CE’s will be available.
The event is free and open to the
public, but USBGC NFC asks you
to preregister if you plan to attend.
More information and registration
click here.

Need to change your contact information? Let us know.
402.933.0080
info@sustainabledesign.org

